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tians. Soon afterwards we came to a spring,
in which it is pretended that Philip baptized the
Ethiopian eunuch, who had the charge of Queen
Candace's treasure, and was coming from Gaza
to Jerusalem to worship. The whole of the
country here was such, however, that chariots
could certainly not travel through it * ; nor are
there at this moment any visible marks of better
roads in ancient days than exist now across those
mountains. This spring indeed must always
have been distant from the more frequented and
great public roads on which the eunuch is repre-
sented as travelling.
The country, for some miles before our reach-
ing the village, bore marks of a higher state of
cultivation than the lands near Jerusalem ; and
besides the olive in abundance, we saw large
portions of the land appropriated to the culture
of vines. There was a part of the road which
was called *? JBellefUel Melhhe/5 or tfae country
of salt, for which our guide could assign no
reason. It was the more remarkable that such
a name shouW be given to it, inasmuch as on
this spot were grown all the roses which
supplied the sanctuaries and altars both of
Jerusalem and of the holy places in its neigh*
bourhood.
* Acts of the Apostles, viiu 26. et seq.
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